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NEW DELHI: Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday chal-
lenged Home Minister Amit
Shah to debate with him on his
three press conferences in
which the Congress leader
alleged “vote chori” by the BJP
in collusion with the Election
Commission.

Fiery exchanges were wit-
nessed in the Lok Sabha with
Shah and Gandhi trading barbs.

With Shah attacking the Con-
gress and the Opposition while
participating in a debate on
election reforms, Gandhi hit
back and challenged Shah to
counter his arguments.

“I had asked a question yes-
terday. For the first time in
India’s history, decision was
taken that election commission-
ers will be given full immunity.
He (Shah) must tell us the think-
ing behind this. He talked of
Haryana, he gave one example
but there are numerous exam-
ples (of vote chori),” Gandhi
said.

“Let us have a debate on my

{0 Hindustan Times

Sparks fly in LS as gowt,
opp debate poll reforms

5
Un
press conference. Amit Shah ji,
I challenge you to have a debate
on the three press conferences,”
the Congress leader said.

Shah shot back at Gandhi
that he will not frame his
speech according to the wishes
of the Leader of Opposition and
also not change the sequence of
his argument on someone else’s
demand.

“Amit Shah gave a defensive
response, this is a response of
being rattled and scared,” Gan-
dhi hit back,

As Shah countered the claims

Loast) Exili]

Gandhi made in his press con-
ferences in the last few months,
there were heated exchanges
between the treasury and oppo-
sition benches.

“In his press conference, the
LoP levelled allegations that the
voter list is not corrected and
needs to be rectified. So, what is
SIR? Itis the procedure to sani-
tise the voter list. He is opposing
even when we are undertaking
the process...Your defeatis cer-
tain; voter list doesn't have to do
anything with it. He said that
the BJP never has to face anti-

ion home minister Amit Shah and LoP Rahul Gandhi during the debate on Wednesday. PTI

incumbency. Anti-incumbency
is only against those who work
against the public interest. It is
true that the BJP had to face
anti-incumbency very
rarely...But it is not as if we have
never lost any election after
2014...Double standards won't
work in a democracy. When you
win, ECis great. When you lose,
ECis useless and works at BJP's
behest. I have answers for vari-
ous of their allegations, that
three press conferences also,”
Shah said during the discussion.

continuedon—>7
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